GOAT'S BEARD   SALSIFY,   Tragopogon pratensis L.

347. Goat's Beard Salsify, Tragopogon pratensis L. (X J);
perennial up to 2 ft. high, with a tap root; juice milky; leaves
alternate, grass-like, entire, linear and gradually broadened to the
half-clasping base, with a'few nerves parallel with the midrib,
the tips curled,, quite glabrous; peduncles elongated above ttii
leaves, gradually thickened upwards; involucral bracts in 2-T
rows, about 20, tapered to a point, a little longer than the
flowers, the latter numerous, yellow, and all ligulate (A, X 2);
achenes in the flowering stage smooth, short and ovoid, contracted
towards the top; pappus of about 3 longer, and numerous
shorter plumose bristles; corolla about 6-nerved, 5-too(hed at
the apex; anthers (B, x 3) with slender tails at the base; style-
arms (C, X 6) finely hairy; achenes in fruit (O, X 4) very long
(about | in.), gradually narrowed into a slender beak about as
long, the body of the achene with several rows of tubercles;
pappus (E, X 8) spreading like a parachute, composed of about
25 slender bristles clothed with soft spreading hairs (family
Compositae).

The golden-yellow flowers in sunny weather spread out in the
early morning, but in the afternoon and during dull weather they
:lose up together in the head. The polJen-grains are alsa
golden yellow, polyhedral, and covered with spinose tubercJW*
In the flowering stage the achenes, except for a contraction at the
:op, show no signs of the long beak which develops in the fruit.
\bout 3 of the pappus bristles are longer than the rest and some-
what thicker, this character showing more in the flowering
;tage.

Goat's Beard grows in fields and meadows, especially in hilly
?astures. It also flourishes by the side of pathways, and is often
:ommon on railway-embankments, where so many British wild
lowers find sanctuary from man's operations and browsing
tnimals. Its numerous native names nearly all refer to the
labit of closing its flowers in the afternoon: " Shepherd's Clock ",
'Go~to-bed-at-noon'\ "Nap-at-noon**, "Noontide5', "Sleep-
it-noon ". Others refer to the bearded fruiting head.
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